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     Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Wednesday October 22, 2008  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday October 22, 2008, at the Municipal 
Building Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:     Kevin Kelly 

Ann Houck 
    Bruce Hartleben    
       
     
     
Members Absent: Nancy Abramson  
    Patty Kiernan 
 
Staff Present:  Austin Cassidy 
      
Staff Absent:  None   
 
 
Returning cases: 
 
 1. Mt. Kisco Automotive Partners LLC   Case #ARB04-69 
     250 Kisco Avenue      Amend Signage 
     Mt. Kisco, New York 10549 
 
    Rich Stavridis, representing the application 
 
Kevin Kelly: Why don’t you bring us up to speed on what you are proposing? 
 
Rich Stavridis: Basically we have the sign on the front of the building that has been  
approved and we originally we wanted to put a sign up on the upper section and I think  
that it has been moved and I think if you look on the drawings, originally it was here.  
Unfortunately because of the new regulations the sign would be so small that we ended  
up moving down to where the entrance is. This is the sales entrance.  
 
Anne Houck: It is part of the building logo? 
 
Rich Stavridis: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It is 22 inches high? 
Rich Stavridis: Correct. In essence it is not that big when you look at the size of the  
building. I would like to have it bigger but I understand that the new ordinance would  
prohibit that. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Walk me through because I was not here at your last appearance.  
The background of the main panel here? 
 
Rich Stavridis: It is basically identical to the sign that is on the building now and  
unfortunately I did not bring a picture but this is a white background. It will blend in  
with the building and all you see is that piece there. 
 
Anne Houck: Which the logo and the blue and white. 
 
Rich Stavridis: Correct. 
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Chairman Kelly: Are there any comments from the board? If not can I get a motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I motion that we accept the signage for Mt. Kisco Automotive partners,  
BMW as presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 
 2. 25 Hubbells Drive Corp.     Case #ARB08-29 
     25 Hubbells Drive      Amend Signage 
     Mt. Kisco, New York 10549     Package 
 
 Rich Alexander, representing the application 
 
Rich Alexander: You have in front of you the revised copy of the monument directory  
for the front of 25 Hubbells Drive. There is an accompany scaled drawing which is  
compliant. The only component that has been changed since the last meeting was  
the picture has been removed which was part of this document and now it is an attachment. 
be some wording that you may want to change from last t time. 
 
Anne Houck: We changed it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Is this a one sided, two sided?  
Rich Alexander: It is one sided. 
 
Anne Houck: Will there ever be a sign here? (Viewing of signage on the building) 
 
Rich Alexander: It is possible. It is a perfect spot for it and it was part of the original  
proposal. There is a contingency for one sign per occupancy.  
 
Anne Houck: Just incorporate the changes that we discussed from the last time. 
 
Rich Alexander: This is what you are looking for from last month. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any comments from the board? If not I will request a motion. 
 
Anne Houck: I move that accept the sign package for 25 Hubbells Drive Corp as presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
New Cases: 
 
 1. Juliet Lingerie & Swimwear     Case #ARB08-40 
     111 Main Street       Signage/existing 
      Mt. Kisco, New York 10549     package 
 
Andrea Alvarez, and Robert Brache, representing the application 
 



 3 ARB Minutes 10/22/08 

Chairman Kelly: Why don’t you explain to the board your proposal. 
 
 
Andrea Alvarez: We would like to have a sign on our awning. Juliet is the name  
of the store and then Lingerie and Swimwear is our product. We brought a couple options. 
 
Robert Brache: There are two awnings on the front of the building. What they are  
hoping to do is to utilize both awnings. Either have the company name on both  
awnings or be able to display their products on one awning and the name on the other.  
 
Chairman Kelly: It appears that you have been instructed and that technically is not  
allowed under our guidelines.  
 
Robert Brache: The new guidelines? 
 
Chairman Kelly: Yes.  
 
Anne Houck: It has been out for public comment for quite a few months. 
 
Nancy Placona: Option C is the proposal that should be before you tonight. 
 
Robert Brache: Is this ordinance something that is open for discussion? 
 
Nancy Placona: The hearings have been closed. 
 
Robert Brache: Is this the decision of the town? 
 
Nancy Placona: It has not been voted on as of yet, it is looking that sometime in  
November this will be voted on. 
 
Robert Brache: Who gets to vote on this? 
 
Nancy Placona: The Trustees. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Numerous comments have come in from the public and they have  
been reviewed. The Chamber of Commerce attended and all comments have been  
addressed and the final draft should be out…. 
 
Nancy Placona: The first meeting in November. 
 
Robert Brache: Do I understand that pre-existing signs will also have to be changed?  
There is no grandfathering in? 
 
Nancy Placona: Correct. There is an amortization schedule for all the non-compliant  
signage. Would you like a copy of the ordinance? 
 
Robert Brache: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: So what we have been trying to do with knowledge that this was  
coming down the road to inform everyone that was coming in front of us in the interest  
in trying to conserve dollars for the storekeepers as well is to give them the heads up  
and try to give them as much information now so they would not have to go back  
afterwards and be caught up with the modifications.  
 
Robert Brache: You are pretty sure the modification is what you are suggesting right now?  
 
Chairman Kelly: That is correct. 
 
Austin Cassidy: To further clarify the board has been barred from entertaining any  
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application that is not compliant with the current and proposed. That is what the board  
has been acting upon for months.  
 
Chairman Kelly: That is how option C came to the top of the table. Having said that  
it appears that we have the name of the establishment on one awning and then we  
have some graphics on the windows. 
 
Anne Houck: It is beautiful. 
 
Andrea Alvarez: Option A and B are not acceptable? 
 
Anne Houck: They do not conform. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Even if it were in our power to approve it would not be compliant  
in short order and then there would be a period of time that it could stay technically  
but it would have to ultimately be removed. Then you would have to go back to a compliant 
point it makes no sense. 
 
Austin Cassidy: You would have had to change your awnings anyway 
 
Chairman Kelly: Personally this is very elegant looking.  
 
Andrea Alvarez: Is there a period of time that we have to put the sign on can it be later?  
Right now it is blank. 
 
Chairman Kelly: On the assumption that this board approves it tonight, a permit  
would be issued in rather short order. At that point you can modify your awnings  
based on what you have submitted tonight. 
 
Robert Brache: That is what you were hoping. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that you want sooner and the holiday season is starting real soon. 
 
Austin Cassidy: As long as it is properly processed you could get right on it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any comments from the board? 
 
Anne Houck: None. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I am curious as to the different types? I like it in general. I am  
wondering why the “Juliet” is in different types. 
 
Andrea Alvarez: One matches the rest of the building and the other is our logo. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I understand. I move that we accept as presented on option “C”. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the motion. 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 2. C&M Sign       Case #ARB08-37 
     222 Main Street      Comprehensive 
     Mt. Kisco, New York 10549    Sign Package 
 
     John Oliva, representing the application 
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John Oliva: I am here to discuss this building 222 Main Street. I am actually submitting  
this sign for “O’Connor’s Public House” but the package is going to be this sign as well  
as others in the future. I have submitted copies of pictures from all the signs that are  
there now and they are all electric signs, they are all currently two feet in height and  
hang from the façade. So in the future what we would like to do is keep the same  
position but change the style of the sign to a carved sign which will have gold leaf  
letters and all the signs will have the same shape. The owner would like goose neck  
lamps in the metal area. I have a diagram of how that would look in relation to the sign.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Out of curiosity was it on your cut sheet? 
 
John Oliva: Yes it will be the middle one. This particular one will be 16 feet since that  
is the maximum that any one  sign can be. It is based on the storefront. The others  
would vary based on their storefront. Currently the lacrosse store and the tanning store  
will have 8 feet. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You have Trustco down at the end? 
 
John Oliva: That is 16 feet… 
 
Nancy Placona: That is probably a sign that would fall into an amortization since it  
was just approved within the past year. 
 
Chairman Kelly: O’Connor’s will be the lead on the signs. Has everyone in that building  
been informed? 
 
Nancy Placona: The property owner has. Whether he has notified his tenants I do not  
know. 
 
John Oliva: It needs a sign package for the current situation regardless of who was the  
first one.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Correct. 
 
Anne Houck: The first one will trigger the rest. 
 
John Oliva: They can’t have electrical signs any more, so in order to get a new sign this  
is the format. So they all share that shape and then the lights will vary. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Out of curiosity how do we determine the colors? 
 
John Oliva: We are going to use burgundy with gold leaf. They will all have to have that  
same color. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Do you have true colors of the burgundy? 
 
John Oliva: No, I will have to get you a chip of that.  
 
Nancy Placona: Is it a pantone color?  
 
John Oliva: No, it depends on what kind of paint you are using. I will get you that.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Sometimes these can be way off.  
 
Anne Houck: It would be helpful if we could have some kind of color sample. 
 
John Oliva: I will get you a name and an actual sample and then you can file that. 
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Anne Houck: This is going back a way, as I recall there was a sign on the side of the  
building that was to be removed? Was it?  
 
Nancy Placona: Yes, when Trustco went in.  
 
John Oliva: I do not have anything for the back yet, because we are going to have to  
come back to that. I know there are some people that have a legitimate rear entrance  
which I believe are different from those that don’t.  
 
Anne Houck: At least two stores have entrances.  
 
John Oliva: There use to be a shared entrance and I don’t think that is there anymore.  
I guess that they would be entitled if they do have a real entrance.  
 
Anne Houck: There is a large parking sign directing you on the driveway, which is visible  
in one of these photos. Is that part of this sign package Austin?  
 
Austin Cassidy: Way finding we would have to take a look at this and discuss with  
the client. Certainly the sign that is there and being a pole sign needs to be removed.  
Something that coordinates with the package can be used as a way finding sign.  
 
John Oliva: So even though it is way finding it cannot be illuminated?  
 
Austin Cassidy: I will take a look at that question. 
 
John Oliva: The footage would also be applicable? 
 
Austin Cassidy: There are constraints on the way finding. 
 
John Oliva: I did not address that for a number of reasons. 
 
Anne Houck: We don’t need to address that immediately, I just wanted to bring it up. 
 
John Oliva: The way finding signs have their own criteria. There is one other sign in  
the picture that I do not have which is where the marker was. That is going to have to  
be divided because it is a very long sign and I believe someone is moving in there, but  
not the whole place. It will have to be dissected but the mounting will be the same.  
The only problem would be the lights. That façade sticks out. The signs could be the same. 
 
Austin Cassidy: The timeline for the removal of the empty sign boxes is? 
 
Nancy Placona: Some of them are already down. 
 
John Oliva: Some of them are not required to be down until their new signs go up? 
t  
Austin Cassidy: Actually there is a different timeline. It is much shorter and we will   
take a look at that as well. 
 
John Oliva: You mean an existing non-conforming sign… 
 
Austin Cassidy: It is not a sign, it is a nothing. It is an empty box, the sign is gone. 
 
John Oliva: Actually there are no more empty boxes. 
 
Nancy Placona: The empty boxes are all gone. 
 
Austin Cassidy: All the empty boxes are gone? 
 
Nancy Placona: Yes. 
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Austin Cassidy: End of story. 
 
Nancy Placona: The tanning and lacrosse signs which are still active.   
 
John Oliva: The only problem with the tanning and the lacrosse store is that they  
are one box, so we can’t take down half a box. The market is gone but the sign is still  
there and that sign will have to come down. 
 
Chairman Kelly: So this is part of the sign package, so shouldn’t we be addressing then  
the parking directional sign as part of the sign package? 
 
Austin Cassidy: I don’t it is part of the sign package. Don’t be quick to say that and I  
would have to look at the language myself. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am just thinking in my mind that it should be in the package. 
 
John Oliva: If I remember correctly the way finding would be much smaller than what  
is there and the height. 
 
Chairman Kelly; I was just think that if you started this one you should probably  
address that. 
 
John Oliva: I think that it will probably be gone or extremely modified. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You will get Nancy a color chip? 
 
John Oliva: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I will take a look at it when it arrives.  
 
Anne Houck: We can approve this tonight without the chip correct?  
 
Nancy Placona: Yes. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: What about the lighting? Are these lights staying? (Viewing of the  
photographs) 
 
Nancy Placona: The property owner was in the office and there was discussion about  
that lighting and he had suggested that they would probably be removed.  
 
Austin Cassidy: That is not part of the application nor is it required. 
 
John Oliva: I don’t know if they even work.  
 
Anne Houck: It certainly would update the look of the building.  
 
John Oliva: When the lighting code comes out then we will deal with it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any more comments from the board? If not may I get a motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that C&M sign package for 222 Main Street be accepted as  
presented and that the Building Inspector review the way finding signage. The color  
chip is to be presented to the Architectural Review Board office. 
 
Austin Cassidy: If we coordinate whatever the proposal is for the way finding signs if  
it is going to continue with that form and what that form might be and at the very least  
the Chairman with the Building Inspector review your communication. 
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John Oliva: You will review it internally? 
 
Austin Cassidy: The property owner may want to eliminate it himself.  
 
John Oliva: But if I re-document it, how would I get it back to you without going before  
the board. 
 
Chairman Kelly: If it complies with the new regulations Austin and I can review and  
expedite it.  
 
John Oliva: it has the height issue. 
 
Austin Cassidy: As I said they may eliminate it since it is a pole sign. 
 
John Oliva: I will speak with the property owner. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second on the motion. 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 3. Oelker/Cox/Sinatra Funeral Home   Case #ARB08-41 
      262 Main Street      Signage 
      Mt. Kisco, New York 10549 
 
      Frank Sinatra Jr., representing the application 
 
Chairman Kelly: Tell us about what is going on and out of curiosity how we have a sign  
up already? 
 
Frank Sinatra Jr.: First of all we are in the funeral business and the Department of  
Health and Bureau of Funeral Directing here in New York State requires the exact wording  
up to and including every period and abyssal and every Inc., your business name is has  
to appear on the sign with no alterations and nothing changed. This particular funeral home t
one of many in the county is called Oelker – Cox and Sinatra, so we had to change the  
sign. We got our sign man and an application and we filled it out and described the  
design we wanted. We told him not to change the dimensions at all because it was a  
lighted sin and it served our purposed admirably. He said to our manager that there  
was a moratorium at the time on signs for the next few months. In the meantime the  
sign was installed. Anthony my manager came back to me with an application and I  
provided a check and then we were put on the schedule. We did not change anything.  
We just put a new face on it and of course changed the name. 
 
Anne Houck: And as you know the size is the same as the previous one? 
 
Frank Sinatra Jr. The size is the same. 
 
Nancy Placona: it is dimensionally compliant. 
 
Frank Sinatra Jr.: We did not change the foundation, the electrical. Nothing but the  
name change.  
 
Anne Houck: I just noticed it when driving by and I was surprised to see it already up. 
 
Frank Sinatra Jr.: It looks nicer than it did before. As I said we don’t know all the laws  
and we had given the job to do to the sign man. Was that the gentleman that was here  
before?  
 
Chairman Kelly: There were several. I don’t know who did your sign. Do we know who  
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the sign man was? 
 
Nancy Placona: It was not John.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The reason I say that is that we should reach out to more of the local  
sign guys. 
 
Nancy Placona: We have. 
 
Austin Cassidy: That is the game plan. Was it a local vendor? 
 
Frank Sinatra Jr.: Yes it was. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any comments from the board? Do we have a motion? 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I move that we accept as submitted. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the motion 
Anne Houck; Aye, on the second 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 4. Mustvino DBA Wine Junction    Case #ARB08-35 
     36 E. Main Street      Signage/ Facade 
     Mt. Kisco, New York 10549    Alterations 
 
    Curt Johnson, representing the application 
 
Chairman Kelly: Can you walk the board through what you are proposing this evening? 
 
Curt Johnson: Basically the site was formally the Grove Jewelers and then a wine boutique  
which did not open. We are here to come back to you for another wine store. What is  
being proposed here is the rear of the building which faces the municipal parking lot and  
you have to walk all the way around to get to the front of the building. What we are  
proposing is to do some alterations to the rear of the building. This will provide a second  
set of stairs that will come down onto grade level. This is so that you can enter the store  
and come up to the main level of the store and access from both sides from Main Street  
as well as the municipal lot. What we are proposing to do there is an existing ramshackle  
stairway system that is there now and that would be replaced. This tenant is also gone  
and I believe that was Dance Connection. That would provide their secondary access and  
we are over here. We are providing for a pergolas structure here a new window in the rear.  
Stucco the façade of the building around to the Café of Love. Put on a crown molding on  
the top and two sides as well. This will pick up on the detail of the other buildings as well.  
We are trying to liven this space and make it more user friendly and pick up what other  
stores have done facing the parking lot.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Do you want to talk a little bit about the signage?  
 
Curt Johnson: Wine Junction is the name of the store. The size of the sign would be 1’11”  
by 10’6”. There would be one in the front and one in the rear. A similar sign for the tenant  
that would come in the vacant space.  
 
Chairman Kelly: No lighting? 
 
Curt Johnson: There is goose neck lighting.  
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Austin Cassidy: It is the faint shadows on the drawings 
 
Curt Johnson: There is also the detail here. There will be three of those for each sign. 
 
Chairman Kelly: do we have the actual colors for the sign itself? 
 
Curt Johnson: Yes, we have some color chips. Here you have the building pallet and here  
are the colors for the signage.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Just a general comment. I think that this is a good example of what we  
want to see and what should be submitted. 
 
Curt Johnson: Nancy was very helpful, spelling out what we needed. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It is very clear, you have all the colors and we don’t have to figure it out. 
 
Curt Johnson: The straighter forward the better. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The darker color in the printout is really that? (Referring to color chart)  
 
Curt Johnson: Correct. This is the lintels and the columns in the back. This is the main  
building color here. 
 
Anne Houck: The shutters are constructed of? 
Curt Johnson: They will be wood. 
 
Austin Cassidy: They are true wood? 
 
Curt Johnson: Yes. I don’t know if the board would entertain an avek material since it  
is maintenance free.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I don’t have a problem with that.  
 
Austin Cassidy: I was going to ask the same question about the pergola is that also  
maintenance free? 
 
Curt Johnson: We would treat it so it would not peel. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any comments from the board? If not can I get a motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the 36 E Main Street project as presented.  
This is to include the façade and signage package. 
 
Austin Cassidy: As a minor add could you put the address number on the back door? 
 
Curt Johnson: Yes. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 
 5. Northern Westchester Hospital   Case #ARB08-36 
     400 Main Street      Parking Garage 
     Mt. Kisco, New York 10549    New Construction 
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    Michael Caruso, Northern Westchester Hospital 
    Chris Shipinsky, Northern Westchester Hospital 

   Joel Seigel, Northern Westchester Hospital 
    Doug Mayne, Kurt Lavaway, SLAM Architects 
 
Michael Caruso: we have our architects here this evening and what they have prepared  
is a power point presentation. We have shown you what the ER is going to look like a  
couple months back. Tonight you are going to be looking at the parking garage structure.  
You can now start to see how it will all come together. 
Power point Presentation 
 
Chairman Kelly: This was a great presentation. My question is the size of the building. 
 
Austin Cassidy: I know that there has been great concern on the visual impact. They are  
still before the planning Board.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that you have addressed every aspect of the project. I am sure  
the Planning Board will cover all the landscaping and lighting with you. As far as the design 
elements of the structure it looks great. We would expect to see you again since this  
would be our conceptual for the project. The next appearance we would like to see the  
materials of the project and all of the colors that you propose. 
 
 Special Discussion: 
 
 Smoke Stack at Northern Westchester Hospital 
 
The painting of the smoke stack at the hospital will probably not take place until the spring. T
some color suggestions but at this time the project will be put on hold until more colors  
can be investigated.  
 
 
 
Chairman Kelly: Adjourned meeting 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By, 
 
 
 
Nancy Placona, 
Board Secretary 
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